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1. Overview 
 

1.1 This document aims to provide an overview of the financial support available to 
students within the SCC Group, including students on apprenticeship programmes of 
study and those studying with our partners.  
 

1.2 This document does not apply to students studying on the SCC Group community 
provision.  

 
1.3 This document is guided by the 2021 to 2022 funding guidance from the Education 

Skills Funding Agency: 
 

• 16 to 19 Bursary Fund guide  
 

• Free meals in further education funded institutions guide 
 

 
2. Dates and Deadlines 
 
2.1 The deadline for bursary applications and the submission of evidence for students 

who enrolled at the College in September is Thursday 21st October 2021. 
 

2.1.1 After this date, students who submit a late bursary application will not 
automatically be entitled to payments dating back to their enrolment.  
 

2.1.2 In exceptional circumstances and at the College’s discretion, the decision 
may be taken to issue back-pay to a student’s date of enrolment when an 
application is received after Thursday 21st October 2021.  
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3. 16-19 Discretionary Bursary 
 

3.1 The 16-19 Discretionary Bursary is for students who struggle financially with the cost 
of attending College.  
 

3.2 To be eligible to receive the 16-19 Discretionary Bursary, students need to meet the 
following criteria:  

 
3.2.1 Students must be living in the United Kingdom (UK) and have lived in the 

UK for at least three years prior to the course starting.  
 
3.2.2 Students must be aged 16, 17 or 18 on the 31st August 2021. 

 
Or in the case of a 19+ continuer this must be the same programme they 
started before they turned 19.  
 
Or 19+ and has an Education Health Care Plan (EHCP). 

 
3.2.3 Students’ household income (that of all adults that live in the student’s 

home who have financial responsibility for them) is less than £30,000 per 
annum before tax.  

 
3.2.4 Students must be enrolled onto a College study programme of more than 

12 hours per week.  
 
3.2.5 Students must attend all their College classes and tutorials. Bursary 

payments will be based on 100% attendance, a satisfactory behaviour 
record and engagement with academic progress and deadlines.  

 
3.3 The 16-19 Discretionary Bursary payments outlined below are for guidance only and 

may be subject to change. The 16-19 Discretionary Bursary is awarded at the 
College’s discretion, based upon an assessment of a student’s need, and is not an 
entitlement.  

 

Household Income Weekly Bursary Payment 

Less than £10,000 / annum Up to £15.00 

Less than £16,000 / annum Up to £12.50 

Less than £20,000 / annum Up to £10.00 

Less than £30,000 / annum Up to £8.00 

 
3.3.1 Where remote learning is taking place, the amounts outlined above may 

differ.  
 

3.3.2 The College reserves the right to review and amend the 16-19 
Discretionary Bursary Payments at any time. This applies to individuals as 
well as the 16-19 Discretionary Bursary cohort.  
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4. Vulnerable Young Person (VYP) Bursary 

 
4.1 Students who meet the criteria, and who have a financial need can apply for a 

bursary for vulnerable groups. The defined groups reflect that these students may 
need a greater level of support to enable them to continue to participate. Students 
must attend all their College classes and tutorials. Bursary payments will be based 
on attendance, a satisfactory behaviour record and engagement with academic 
progress and deadlines.  
 

4.2 To be eligible to receive the Vulnerable Young Person (VYP) Bursary, students need 
to meet the following criteria:  

 
4.2.1 Students must be living in the United Kingdom (UK) and have lived in the 

UK for at least three years prior to the course starting.  
 
4.2.2 Students must be aged 16, 17 or 18 on the 31st August 2021. 

 
Students aged 19+ are not eligible for bursaries for vulnerable 
groups.  

 
4.2.3 Students must be enrolled onto a funded College study programme. 
 
4.2.4 Students must attend their College classes to qualify for their weekly 

Vulnerable Young Person (VYP) Bursary payment.  
 

4.3 Additionally, students must also be from one of the government’s defined vulnerable 
groups outlined below:  

 
4.3.1 In care 

 

• Looked after by the local authority on a voluntary basis (section 20 of 
the Children Act 1989) or under a care order (section 31 of the 
Children Act 1989).  
 

• A young person placed in foster care by the local authority, including 
where the foster carer is on the books of an independent fostering 
agency, is classed as looked after. They meet the criteria for the ‘in 
care’ vulnerable group.  

 

• Unaccompanied asylum-seeking children do not receive cash 
support from the Home Office are the responsibility of the Local 
Authority and are treated as looked after children and are eligible 
(where they have a financial need).  

 
4.3.2 A care leaver 

 

• A young person aged 16 and 17 who was previously looked after for a 
period of 13 weeks consecutively (or periods amounting to 13 weeks), 
which began after the age of 14 and ended after the age of 16; or 
 

• A young person aged 18 or above who was looked after prior to 
becoming 18 for a period of 13 weeks consecutively (or periods 
amounting to 13 weeks), which began after the age of 14 and ended 
after the age of 16  
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4.3.3 Student is receiving Income Support, or Universal Credit because they are 
financially supporting themselves or financially supporting themselves and 
someone who is dependent on them and living with them such as a child 
or partner. 
 

4.3.4 Student is receiving Disability Living Allowance or Personal Independence 
Payments in their own right as well as Employment and Support Allowance 
or Universal Credit in their own right. 

 
In their own right is defined as applying to the student and not their 
parent(s)/carer(s). 

 
 

4.4 The Vulnerable Young Person (VYP) Bursary payments outlined below are for 
guidance only and may be subject to change. Please note, meeting the criteria for a 
Vulnerable Young Person Bursary does not automatically mean funding will be given.  
 

Vulnerable Young Person (VYP) 
Bursary Fund 

Weekly Bursary Payment 

Up to £35.00 

 
4.4.1 Institutions may decide that although a young person may be eligible for a 

bursary because they are in one or more of the defined vulnerable groups, 
they do not have any actual financial need. This may be because their 
financial needs are already met and/or because they have no relevant 
costs. Institutions can refuse a student’s application on this basis.  
 

4.4.2 Where remote learning is taking place, the amounts outlined above may 
differ.  

 
4.4.3 The College reserves the right to review and amend the VYP Bursary 

Payments at any time. This applies to individuals as well as the VYP 
Bursary cohort.  
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5. Free Meals in Further Education 
 

5.1 To be eligible to receive Free College Meals, students must meet the following 
criteria:  

  
5.1.1 Students must be aged 16, 17 or 18 on the 31st August 2021. Students 

aged 19 or over are only eligible to receive a free meal if they are 
continuing a study programme which they began aged 16 to 18 (19+ 
continuers) or have an EHCP. 

 
5.1.2 Students must be living in the United Kingdom (UK) and have lived in the 

UK for at least three years prior to the course starting.  
 

5.1.3 Free meals are targeted at disadvantaged students. Free meals in FE 
defines disadvantage as students being in receipt of, or having parents 
who are in receipt of, one or more of the following benefits: 

 

• Income Support 

• income-based Jobseekers Allowance 

• income-related Employment and Support Allowance (ESA) 

• support under part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 

• the guarantee element of State Pension Credit 

• Child Tax Credit (provided they are not entitled to Working Tax Credit and 
have an annual gross income of no more than £16,190, as assessed by 
Her Majesty’s Revenue and Customs (HMRC)) 

• Working Tax Credit run-on – paid for 4 weeks after someone stops 
qualifying for Working Tax Credit 

• UC with net earnings not exceeding the equivalent of £7,400 per annum 
(after tax and not including any benefits you get) 

 
5.1.4 A student is only eligible to receive a free meal when they, or a responsible 

adult on their behalf, have made a successful application to the institution 
where they are enrolled. 

 
5.1.5 Working Tax Credit is not a qualifying benefit for free meals, and a parent 

or student in receipt of Working Tax Credits is not entitled to a free meal. 
Qualifying benefits do include the Working Tax Credit run on which is paid 
for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit. 

 
5.1.6 From 1 April 2018, any student who is in receipt of, or has parents who are 

in receipt of, UC must have a net earned annual income of no more than 
£7,400 in order to be eligible for free meals. 

 
5.1.7 Students must be enrolled onto a College study programme of more than 

12 hours per week.  
 

5.1.8 Transition Protection Arrangements:  
 

Eligibility criteria introduced under Universal Credit from 1 April 2018 will 
result in some households becoming eligible for free meals and others 
falling outside of the eligibility criteria. DfE has put transitional protection 
arrangements in place to provide certainty for families and ensure they do 
not experience a sudden loss of free meals. 
 
The protection arrangements apply as follows: 
 
o all students already receiving free meals at 1 April 2018 will continue 
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to receive free meals whilst Universal Credit is rolled out. This will 
apply even if their household earnings rise above the new threshold 
during that time 
 

o any student who becomes eligible for free meals after the threshold 
has been introduced will also continue to receive free meals during the 
Universal Credit rollout. This will apply even if they subsequently 
become ineligible during this period because their household earnings 
rise above the new threshold 

 
5.2 The Free College Meals payments outlined below are for guidance only and may be 

subject to change. The minimum value outlined in Government guidance is £2.41. 
 

Daily Free College Meal 

£3.10 Lunch & £2.40 Breakfast 

 
5.2.1 Where remote learning is taking place, amounts outlined above may differ.  

 
5.2.2 Free College Meal payments are only applicable to days when students 

are timetabled to attend College and to a maximum of four days per week.  
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6. Care to Learn (C2L) 
 

6.1 The Care to Learn scheme is designed to help students under the age of 20 (at the 
start of their course) with the cost of childcare whilst they study. 
 

6.2 The scheme is available for publicly funded courses in England.  
 

6.3 Students may be eligible of up to £160.00 per child, per week.  
 

6.4 To be eligible to receive Care to Learn, students need to meet the following criteria:  
 

6.4.1 Students must be a parent under the age of 20 at the start of their course.  
 

6.4.2 Students must be the main carer for their child and in receipt of Child 
Benefit for the child(ren) for whom they are claiming C2L. 

 
6.4.3 Students must meet the C2L residency criteria reflected in the ESFA 

funding regulations for post-16 provision. 
 

6.4.4 The chosen course(s) must qualify for the Care to Learn scheme. 
 

6.5 If a young parent loses custody of their child(ren), even temporarily, they must tell the 
College immediately.  
 

6.6 C2L will only pay for childcare provision that is registered with Ofsted. 
 

6.7 Applications for C2L are to be made directly by the student online through the Student 
Bursary Support Service portal: Student Bursary Support Service (education.gov.uk) 

  

https://studentbursary.education.gov.uk/w/webpage/student-bursary
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7. Money towards the cost of Kits   
 

7.1 If a student is receiving the 16-18 Discretionary Bursary, they are eligible for up to 
100% funding towards the cost of their College kits.  
 

7.1.1 This may reduce the weekly bursary payment depending upon the cost of 
the kits. 
 

7.2 If a student is receiving the Vulnerable Young Person (VYP) Bursary, they are entitled 
to 100% funding towards the cost of their College kits.  
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8. Hardship Funds 
 

8.1 The Hardship Fund is an emergency fund available for students who are experiencing 
unexpected financial hardship whilst at College. 
 

8.2 Examples of students who may need to access this fund are: 
 

8.2.1 Students with children, especially single parents. 
 

8.2.2 Mature students with existing financial commitments.  
 

8.2.3 Students from a low-income family. 
 

8.2.4 Disabled students. 
 

8.2.5 Students in care/care leavers.  
 

8.2.6 Homeless students or students living in a foyer.  
 

8.3 The amount a student can receive is determined by the Vice Principal (Central 
Services) and evidence must be provided to support a request for the Hardship 
Funds.  
 

8.4 Typically, students do not need to pay the money back to the College, however in 
some cases they may receive a loan that they will have to repay.  
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