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Within the School of Creative Arts at Pendleton Sixth Form, we hope that our students 
develop: 

 

A genuine spirit of enquiry – To be successful you have to ‘feed your creativity’ and that 
comes from primary and secondary research, from finding things out that are relevant to your 
ideas, to the design problems. This includes learning how others work and how visual language 
works in art and design solution. 

 

A good knowledge base to support creative practice. - What you don’t know can’t 
be applied in your work. To be creative you always need to be developing your technical and 
practical skills. Working in art and design requires you to have good contextual understanding 
too. Context is everything. 

 

Strong visual skills – Seeing is one thing, but really being in tune with established visual 
language is another. How does shape and form help communicate messages? How does texture 
help define objects? How can colour be applied successfully? Drawing is an underpinning skill. 
This isn’t just photorealistic drawing, drawing is a vital tool in all disciplines. It is used to solve 
problems, for planning graphic design layouts, for fashion illustration or sketching out concepts 
for buildings. Drawing helps you SEE MORE! 

 



	

	

 
	

 
	

 

If you are a student hoping to join one of our creative A levels or full time vocational courses in 
September, we would like you to keep creative over the summer. You don’t need much to 
create, just an enquiring mind, an internet connection, basic drawing tools, other easily found 
materials and a means to take photos, a phone will do. Creating your own work and sharing with 
us when you join your creative course will help us understand your starting point. More 
importantly, it will show how you think and how interested you are in being creative. 

 

These activities should be fun and involve a bit of research first followed by a simple activity. We 
also want you to make some notes and answer some thought provoking questions. Don’t be 
afraid. Be brave. 

 

You can record everything on your phone but you might also what to use a small notebook as 
well. You can take pictures of your outcomes and even pictures of you creating your work as a 
record of your activity.  

 



	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

 
	

	

	

	

	 	

(A) VISUALLY REPRESENT AN OBJECT 
IN 1O OR MORE DIFFERENT WAYS 

 

	

RESEARCH 
Explore the painting and collage work of the ‘Cubists’, Pablo Picasso and Georges Braque. 

Look at Georges Braque (Mandora, 1909-10 or Violin and Candlestick, 1910) and Pablo 
Picasso (Bowl of Fruit, Violin and Bottle, 1914 or Ma Jolie, 1911). 

Look at the loose an open style in Leonardo Da Vinci’s Cloudburst of Materials and 
Possessions, 1510-12, Victor Hugo’s La Bateau-Vision, 1864 or Kathe Kollwitz’s Losbruch 

(Outbreak), 1955. Look at lots of drawing styles! 

 

	

Drawing takes all forms and can be expanded to include painting, working with collage or 
even in three dimensions with wire. This exercise is about stretching the very idea of 
drawing. It’s about thinking about visual language. We construct things by creating lines that 
form shapes, we can create the illusion of volume, we use colour and we create 
textures. When we create, we think about layout and composition. We consider 
scale, perhaps to create contrast between big and small, or rough and smooth, we 
use the edge of the paper to crop what we see. When we create we see how visual 
language works, how the marks we make define the outcome.  

	



	

	

	 	

	 	

	

1) Choose a household object, something hand held with an interesting shape. A potato peeler, kettle, 
corkscrew or even a set of keys will do.  
 

2) Working at postcard size (A6 or a quarter of A4) re-create your object using a variety of different 
methods 

 
3) Start with a simple pencil outline. You’ll have to decide what lines to draw and how many you should 

use. That’s called decision-making, editing your thoughts.  
 

4) Expand now into other methods. Try drawing with a biro or fine liner using a continuous line. The 
pen should never leave the paper. 

 
5) Now work with the outline shape only. A silhouette, the positive space as a black shape. Reverse this 

where black areas define the space around the object rather than the object itself, we call this 
negative space. 

 
6) Draw the object several times from different angles but on the same A6 piece of paper with lines 

and shape overlapping. Like Cubism. 
 
7) Pick some of these shapes formed when lines overlap and use just three tones or colours (e.g. black, 

white and grey OR red, purple and yellow) to colour them in creating more abstract pattern. 
 
8) Try using torn newsprint (the columns of text from old books, newspaper or magazine, a collage in 

fact to create an image of your object. How do you use the direction of the text to help form the 
shape of the object? 

  
9) Can you work in three dimensions, with wire or card perhaps? 
 
10)What else can you try. Experiment with dripping, one line, a quick series of brush strokes, with 

bleach and a cotton bud on coloured paper, with rubbing the surface (known as frottage) with a 
crayon, with just very close up sections of your object, describing it in just words…. 

 

ACTIVITY 

 
	

Questions: 

What has drawing using different materials and methods taught you about being creative? 

Looking at a variety of drawings by Leonardo Da Vinci, what do you think he used drawing for? 

	



	

	

	

	

	

	

(B) CREATE ABSTRACT ANIMATED MOVIES 

Moving image is a series of single pictures shown quickly in succession to an audience to 
create the illusion of movement. Pictures are usually generated using a film or video 
camera (live action). Stop motion on the other hand is a technique of creating still images 
of objects or drawings (using a camera) and then sequencing the images one after the 
other in quick succession to create moving image. You can use objects, which are moved 
each time a picture is taken (a frame) and when played back creates the illusion of motion. 
Using drawing, you have to think about how one image will lead into another when 
sequenced in quick succession, again creating the illusion of motion, for example with 
cartoons. 

	

 
	

RESEARCH 

Watch artist Len Lye’s work ‘Kaleidoscope’ and ‘A Colour Box’ and artist Hans Richter’s works 
‘Rhythmus 21’ and ‘Rhythmus 23’ 

** available on YouTube 

	



	

	

	

 
 
	

	

	

	

ACTIVITY 
1) Download a free stop motion app to your phone, such as Life Lapse or Stop Motion 
Studio. 

2) Get a 20 sheet length of toilet roll (it usefully has perforated sheets which can act as single 
frames) and any materials you can think of to create marks on the tissue paper (markers, 
ketchup, coffee drips…anything goes so long as it’s safe to use) 

3) Experiment with mark making across at least 20 sheets as a long continuous drawing. 

4) Use the app you have download to take individual pictures of each toilet paper sheet being 
careful to frame just that sheet in the image on your phone. 

5) After taking all your images using the app you have chosen, play back to see your own Len 
Lye experiment. Experiment with playing is faster or backwards on a loop. 

6) Save, email or WhatsApp this to yourself to keep. 

7) Don’t just create one animation, experiment learning each time about what works and 
how you can develop your ideas. Do more. 

8) Try a different approach now. Using cut out overlapping simple shapes (cut from any 
materials) instead of drawing on toilet roll, create work in the style of Hans Richter’s 
experimental piece, ‘Rhythmus 21’. Work on a blank surface (worktop, piece of card, table. 
Take 20 to 30 pictures moving your shape between each picture. Think about how much 
each shape moves from image to the next to create movement. 

8) Feel free to expand your own ideas. 

	

 
	

Questions: 

Do you consider the moving image pieces you’ve created to be drawing and why/why not? 

What was Len Lye trying to explore with his work ‘Kaleidoscope’ and “A Colour Box’ 

Len Lye created this work in the mid 1930’s, what else was going on in the art and design world 
around this time – don’t forget, art, graphics, fashion and cinema – all creative forms? 

Is Len Lye’s work art or design – what do you think and why 



	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

(C) CREATE PHOTO COLLECTIONS 

 
	

RESEARCH 

Explore artwork by artists such as Lisa Milroy, Peter Blake or Barry Rosenthal.	

ACTIVITY 
1) Using your phone, photograph different ‘collections’ around your house, garden, garage, shed or 
back garden. Base your collections on a visual theme. 

For example, colour: 

YELLOW – Marigold gloves, banana, tin/bowl of custard…. 

FUNCTION (cooking for example) - Knife, fork, cheese grater, sieve, tin opener…  

SHAPE – (round/spherical for example) – Toilet roll, plate, rolling pic, CD… 

2) Download the ‘Poto’ app or similar on your phone and create a photo collage of your photo 
collection and save…. 

 
	

Questions: 

How could creating a photo 
collection around a set theme 
help with wider art and  

design ideas? 

 

What ideas and concepts do you 
thing Lisa Milroy explores in her 
‘collections’? 

	



	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

 
	

(D) LEARN ABOUT VISUAL (OR 
FORMAL) AND CONTEXTUAL ANALYSIS. 
EXPLORE ART HISTORY 

ACTIVITY 
Watch some of these short videos. 

https://youtu.be/sM2MOyonDsY 

https://youtu.be/8O-fna8HrWw 

https://youtu.be/Gljee9uq_Rc 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_QM-DfhrNv8 

	

Questions: 

What is the difference between visual or 
formal analysis and contextual analysis? 

Why is context important to creativity? 

Why not explore your own interests in 
creativity by visiting galleries and 
collections either in person, when social 
distancing rules relax or on-line using some 
of the brilliant resources in the internet. 

 

	Why not explore your own interests in creativity by visiting galleries and collections either in 
person, when social distancing rules relax or on-line using some of the brilliant resources in the 
internet. 

Liverpool Biennial in Liverpool starts in July and gives you the chance to see lots of 
contemporary work. 

https://www.biennial.com/ 

Visit well known galleries and museums (in person or online). 

V&A, London 
https://www.vam.ac.uk/ 

If you have Netflix, look at their series Abstract: The Art of Design 

https://www.netflix.com/gb/title/80057883 

There’s lots of stuff on the BBC’s website and iplayer 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/arts 



	

	

	

(E) CREATE THE ALPHABET WHILST 
OUT FOR A WALK (remain social distancing) 

ACTIVITY 
Using your phone or other camera, try and take 26 Photographs, one for every letter of the 
alphabet. We would like you to think about the whole alphabet (A to Z upper case lower 
case letters or both if you really want a challenge). Then, exploring found objects, textures 
and patterns whilst around your home, in your garden or on a walk as part of your daily 
exercise. Try and find naturally occurring letter forms in the urban or rural landscape. Think 
about… 

* Objects around your house and garden 

* Fences, gate posts, cracks in pavements, bark on a tree, lines in a leaf, road signs (the shape 
of them, not the letters on them), grids, posts, paths that meet etc 

Some of those below are more obvious than other…. 



	

	

ACTIVITY 
Create drawings from the photographs you have taken. 

This can be in an experimental/mark-making way and to the scale of your choice (A4, A5, A6 
or larger). Use any media to hand. It could include obvious things like pens, pencils, paints, 
inks or college or maybe less obvious, such as: coffee, soy sauce and water from boiled veg 
(beetroot is particularly good and makes a great red dye). It could also be things like placing 
metal objects (must be rusting metals) on paper, spraying them with vinegar and allowing 
them to rust onto the paper (see 1st image below).  

You can also draw with other things giving your response some depth, see how experimental 
and creative you can be. 



	

	

	 	

(F) THREE WAYS CHALLENGE 

ACTIVITY 
Find 10 different objects around your house, garden or yard. These might: 

 

A plastic bottle 

A vegetable 

A piece of fruit 

A cardboard box 

A old sock 

An egg carton 

A toilet roll 

 

 

Draw each one of the objects chosen in 3 different states, showing some kind of 
change in appearance or from different viewpoints. 

* Think about whether you can squash, screw up, unravel, dissect, cut, slice, fold or 
unfold the object chosen. 

* Think about what’s on the inside or the outside, what it looks like underneath, close 
up or far away 

* Try different ways of drawing such as with continuous line, with unorthodox hand, 
with a pencil/brush taped to stick, with your eyes shut… 
	



	

	

	 	

(F) EXPLORATORY MARKS 

ACTIVITY 
Create a visual library of interesting surfaces combining different ‘tools’, 
‘media’, ‘materials or ground’ and ‘drawing actions as you can think of. Use the grid 
below to help you but also think of more of your own. 

Tools Media Ground 
(material) 

Drawing Action 

Cotton buds 
 

Tea Old envelope Pull 

Twigs 
 

Coffee Tissue paper Drag 

Cocktail stick or 
wooden skewer 

Food colouring Brown paper Stipple 

Strips of card 
 

Paint Old gift wrapping Smudge 

Paint brush (any 
size) 

Spices (dry, stuck 
down or mixed 
with water) 

Bubble wrap Dab 

Finger 
 

Ink Sand paper Scratch 

Old tooth brush 
 

Beetroot juice Packaging Scibble 

Sponge 
 

Washing up liquid Card Dash 

 



	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

 
	

Work on a set size, maybe A6 or 
A5.  

Collate your results as a booklet 
or a concertina. 

Label each experiment with tool, 
media, ground and action used. 

	

Artists and designers collect information in different ways, including: collecting found objects, 
sketching and photography.  

In addition to making marks as described above, try to use photography or found objects to 
create your A5 or A6 ‘pages’ 
Photographs of surfaces or structures gathered whilst on a walk or by taking inspiration from 
around your home and garden. 

Collect objects to glue down (collage), such as leaves, twigs, petals, paper, wire, rubbish, bits of 
plastic  

Work on top of photographs or collaged ‘pages’ with fine liners, paint, or other materials. 
Experiment as much as you want but just remember to label your pieces with the details of 
materials, techniques and actions used. 

	



	

	

CONTACT US 
 

 

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

0161 631 5050 

admissions@salfordcc.ac.uk 

Dronfield Rd,  
Salford, 
M6 7FR 

 

PendSFCollege 

/pendletonsixthformcollege 

/pendletonsixthformcollege 

salfordcc.ac.uk 

 


