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This booklet aims to provide an overview for staff on the financial support available for students within the 
SCC Group.  This also includes students studying apprenticeships with our partners.  It does not apply to our 
community provision. 
 
 
16-18 Discretionary Bursary 
 
This discretionary bursary is for students aged 16-18 who struggle financially with the cost of attending college. 
If the student’s household income (all adults that live in their home who have financial responsibility for them) 
is less than £30,000 before tax, and they are studying over 12 hours per week, then the student may be eligible 
to receive up to £8 per week.  This is based on 100% attendance on College premises.  Where remote learning 
is taking place, the amounts may differ.   
 
The student must be living in the UK and have lived here for at least 3 years prior to the course starting and 
be 16, 17 or 18 at the end of August.  
 
Vulnerable Young Person (VYP) Bursary 
This bursary is for 16-18-year-old students who are in receipt of BOTH ESA and DLA/ PIP, are in receipt of 
Income Support or Universal Credit, or are a Care Leaver/ currently in looked after care. If any of these apply 
to the STUDENT (not their parents/ carers), they may be entitled to a bursary of up to £35 per week. 
 
19+ Bursary  
This bursary is for students aged 19 and over who struggle financially with the cost of attending college. If the 
student’s household income (all adults that live in their home who have financial responsibility for them) is 
less than £30,000 before tax, and they are studying over 12 hours per week, then the student may be eligible 
to receive up to £8 per week.  This is based on 100% attendance on College premises.  Where remote learning 
is taking place, the amounts may differ.   
 
24+ Advanced Learner Loan Bursary 
This bursary is for students who have taken out an Advanced Learner Loan to pay for their course.  Payment 
is based on 100% attendance on College premises.  Where remote learning is taking place, the amounts may 
differ.  Depending on their household income the student will be eligible for £10 - £50 per week. Please see 
below:  

• Below £50,000 - £10 per week 
• Below £40,000 - £20 per week 
• Below £30,000 - £30 per week 
• Below £20,000 - £40 per week 
• Below £10,000 - £50 per week  

 
Free College Meals 
If a student aged 16-18 is on a full-time course and has a household income of less than £16,000 per year 
(including benefits, pensions, salary and child tax credits) then they are eligible to receive a free college meal 
to the value of £2.41 per day (in a single visit) to the refectory.  This is only applicable to the days a student is 
timetabled in college and to a maximum of 4 days per week. Students are NOT eligible for a free college meal 
if their household is in receipt of Working Tax Credits.  
 
Higher Education Student Opportunity Fund 
This is available for individual HE students or groups of HE students to apply for grants of between £100 and 
£1000 to enhance their academic experience. The fund gives students a new opportunity to collaborate with 
each other and with their tutors to enhance their learning in new and innovate ways. Grants are awarded by 



the Head of HE, Marketing and PR who oversees the Fund. Awards will be made to individuals or groups of HE 
students who have innovative projects to enhance their own educational experience.  
 
Examples of how grants may be used include: 

• Participation in educational conferences, seminars or excursions aligned to an academic discipline;  
• Collaborative student projects, related to their studies  
• Extra academic events, invited guest speakers  
• Attendance of seminars or events intended to enhance transferable skills;  
• Room hire and small equipment purchases to support special educational events  

Please note that grants may not be used to subsidise programme or student accommodation fees, purchase 
equipment not aligned to student, or to support extra-curricular activities.  
 
Childcare 
Childcare funding is available for 19+ students who are studying on a full time course and have a household 
income of less than £30,000 before tax. The maximum paid is £40 for a full day and £20 for a half day. A 
maximum 50% retainer may be paid during College holidays. If the student is eligible for 15/30 hours free child 
care funding from the Government, they must use these hours first for the hours they are studying in College.  
Please note that students who are studying on a Foundation Degree or HNC/ HND are not eligible for childcare 
funding.  Only Ofsted registered childcare providers may be used.   
 
Care to Learn 
The Care to Learn scheme is to help students under 20 years of age (at the start of the course) with childcare 
costs whilst they student. The scheme is available for publicly funded courses in England. The student may be 
eligible for up to £160 per child per week.  
Eligibility:  
Students can get Care to Learn if:  

• They are a parent under 20 years of age at the start of their course   
• The student must be the main carer for their child 
• They must live in England, be a British citizen or a national of a European Economic Area (EEA) country 
• Their course must qualify  
• Their childcare provider must qualify  

 
Money towards Kits 
If a student is receiving the college bursary they are entitled to 70% funding towards the cost of their college 
kits.  This may reduce the weekly amount depending on the cost of the kit.   
 
VYP students receive 100% funding towards the cost of their kits.  
 
Hardship Fund 
The hardship fund is an emergency fund available for students who are experiencing unexpected financial 
hardship whilst at College.  
 
Examples of students who may need to access this are: 

• Students with children, especially single parents 
• Mature students with existing financial commitments 
• Students from a low-income family 
• Disabled students 
• Students in care/ care leavers 
• Homeless students or students living in a foyer.  

 



The amount the student can receive is decided by the Head of HE, Marketing and PR and evidence must be 
provided to support a request for the hardship fund. 
 
Usually, the student won’t have to pay the money back, but in some cases they may receive a loan which they 
do have to repay.  
 
All Salford City College students enrolled on the University of Salford programmes are eligible to apply for 
hardship funds from the University during their time on programme. Once they have enrolled and have 
University of Salford ID number they can access the link for information and application for the Salford Support 
Fund is https://testlivesalfordac.sharepoint.com/sites/Uos_Students/SitePages/Salford-Support-Fund.aspx 
To apply the students need to start by calling 0161 295 0023 between 10 – 4 weekdays. 

The following pages contain some flow charts to assist staff.  Please refer any student requiring financial 
support to Student Services.  

The online bursary system typically opens 1 month before enrolment.  Evidence of household income must be 
dated within three months of the date of enrolment. 



English for Speakers of Other Languages 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Are you 19+?  

Yes  No 

Please speak to Student 
Services about the 16-18 
bursary.  

Are you a 
Refugee/ 
EU Citizen?  

Are you an 
Asylum Seeker?  

Yes  No 

Is your household 
income less than 
£30,000 per year? 

Yes  No Yes  No 

Do you study for 
more than 12 
hours per week? 

Do you study for 
more than 12 
hours per week? 

Is your household 
income less than 
£30,000 per year? 

Do you live more 
than 2 miles away 
from College? 

Please speak to a 
member of the 
Student Services 
team.  

Yes  No 

Yes  No 

Unfortunately, you 
are not eligible for 
a bus ticket.   

Unfortunately, you 
are not eligible for 
a bus ticket.   

Yes  No 

You may be eligible for 
a weekly bus pass – 
please speak to a 
member of Student 
Services.  

Unfortunately, you 
are not eligible for 
a bus ticket.   

Unfortunately, 
you are not 
eligible for the 
bursary fund.    

Yes  No 

Unfortunately, 
you are not 
eligible for the 
bursary fund.    

You may be eligible 
for the 19+ bursary 
fund – please apply 
via the website 
www.salfordcc.ac.uk   



16-18 Bursary Flow Chart 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
  

Are you aged 16-18 and been a resident in 
the UK/EU for the last 3 years?  

Yes No 

Are you in care, a care 
leaver, receiving Income 
Support or Universal 
Credit because you are 
supporting yourselves 
financially? 

Receiving Disability Living 
Allowance/PIP in your 
own right as well as 
Employment Support 
Allowance? 

Is your household 
income below £30,000 

per year? 

You can apply for the 
Vulnerable Groups 

Bursary via the 
website 

www.salfordcc.ac.uk 

You can apply for the 16-18 
Discretionary Bursary and may be 

eligible for free college meals.* via 
the website. 

www.salfordcc.ac.uk  

 

 via the salfordcc.ac.uk website 

You can apply for the 16-18 
Discretionary Bursary via 

the website  

www.salfordcc.ac.uk  

Is your household income 
below £16,000 per year? 

You are not eligible for any financial 
support 



 

 
 
 
 

 

19+ Bursary Flow Chart 
 

Are you aged 19+ and been a resident in the UK/EU for the last 3 years? 

Yes No 

Is your household income 
below £30,000 per year? 

You are not eligible for financial 
support unless you are an ESOL 
student (please see flow chart) 

Yes  

No 

Unfortunately, you are not 
eligible for the Adult 
Discretionary Learner 
Support Fund Bursary. 

Is this your first level 3 course? 

 

No Yes 

Do you 
require 
childcare 
funding? 

No Yes 

You can apply for the Adult 
Discretionary Learner Support Fund 
Bursary & Childcare funding via the 

website www.salfordcc.ac.uk 

You can apply for the Adult 
Discretionary Learner 

Support Fund Bursary via 
the website 

www.salfordcc.ac.uk  

Do you have an 
approved Advanced 

Learner Loan? 

You can apply for the Advanced 
Learner Loan Bursary via the 
website www.salfordcc.ac.uk  

You will need to provide: 

• Your loan Customer 
Reference Number 

• Advanced Learner 
Loan approval letter 

• Evidence of household 
income 

Is your household 
income below £50,000 

per year? 

Do you require childcare funding? 

Yes  No 

You can apply for the Advanced Learner Loan 
Bursary & childcare funding via the website 
www.salfordcc.ac.uk 

You will need to provide:- 

• Your loan Customer Reference Number 
• Advanced Learner Loan approval letter 
• Evidence of household income 
• OFSTED certificate 
• A copy of your child’s birth certificate. 

Yes No 

Please speak to Student Services 
about funding options for your 

course. 

Yes No 
Unfortunately, you are not 
eligible for the Advanced 

Learner Loan Bursary. 

Are you in care, a care leaver, 
receiving Income Support or 
Universal Credit because you are 
supporting yourselves 
financially?  

Receiving Disability Living 
Allowance/PIP in your own right 
as well as Employment Support 
Allowance? 

You can apply for the 
Vulnerable Groups 

Adult bursary via the 
website 

www.salfordcc.ac.uk 

Yes 

No 


